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Abstract

The Background to the 1953 Establishment of the Korea
Coast Guard and the Historical Significance of Its Early
Activities

Choi, Sung-Hwan
(National Mokpo University)

This paper examines the background to the establishment of the Korea
Coast Guard on December 23, 1953, and its early activities within the
historical context of South Korea’s maritime sovereignty after its liberation
in 1945. To this end, it analyzes the development of maritime sovereignty
disputes between Korea and Japan, as well as the frequent maritime
accidents and crimes that occurred in the post-liberation and Korean War
periods. By examining the limitations of existing institutions, including the
police and the Korean Navy, in effectively responding to these challenges,
this study highlights the institutional necessity for the establishment of a
specialized maritime security organization.

Focusing on 1954, the paper investigates the actual activities of the
Korea Coast Guard through contemporary newspaper articles and related
historical sources. It examines its roles in enforcing the Peace Line,
cracking down on foreign fishing vessels, conducting maritime search and
rescue operations, and investigating maritime crimes.

The findings demonstrate that the Korea Coast Guard played a crucial
role in expanding state control and administration over maritime space after
liberation. By tracing its establishment and early activities based on
historical evidence, this study provides a basis for understanding the

formation of South Korea’s maritime sovereignty protection system.
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