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Abstract

Uses and Functions of Baekje Official Ranks and Titles:
A Preliminary Study Based on Wooden Tablets Excavated from the
Gwanbuk-ri Site in Buyeo

Shin, Kwangcheol
(National Museum of Korea)

The sixteenth excavation at the Gwanbuk-ri site in Buyeo yielded 329
wooden tablets, the largest corpus ever recovered from a single archaeo-
logical site in Korea, among which a considerable number of Baekje offi-
cial ranks and titles were identified. Particularly noteworthy are rarely at-
tested offices such as Sojanggun (/)M§E), Dodok (¥[&), Dosa (GE{#) and
Seoin (FE)N), together with lower-ranking titles including Sideok (Jififi),
Mundok (CUE), Mudok (R7), and Jagun (1A5E).

Rather than secking a definitive reconstruction of the entire Backje sys-
tem of official ranks and titles, this article presents a preliminary examina-
tion of their uses and functions in the context of the mid-sixth century.
The Gwanbuk-ri wooden tablets provide important evidence for the oper-
ation of personnel administration, local governance, and documentary prac-
tices in Sabi-period Baekje, while also furnishing an empirical basis for
supplementing interpretations previously based primarily on transmitted
texts. They also offer valuable new clues for the study of Baekje military

institutions and, more broadly, ancient military history.

Keywords: Baekje, Gwanbuk-ri site, wooden tablets, military institutions,

Sojanggun (/MSE), Dodok (#3E), Dosa (GEff), Seoin (EA)
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