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Abstract

A Failed Government-led Korea—Taiwan Anti-Communist
Co-production Project: Disciples of K. Marx (1968)

PARK, Sunyoung
(Korea University)

This study examines the failure of Disciples of K. Marx, a state-sponsored
"Korea-Taiwan anti-communist co-production,”" by reconstructing its trajectory
from script competition to exhibition. It explores the intersection of the
South Korean film industry’s commercial desires and the state’s ideological
imperatives in the mid-1960s.

Despite the Ministry of Public Information’s efforts to leverage Taiwan’s
status as an anti-communist ally, the project faltered due to shifting
dynamics in the Taiwanese market, the previous failure of Escape Order,
and a lack of institutional support. Crucially, the narrative underwent a
series of regressions: the original script was first adapted into a radio
drama, then back into an ‘original’ screenplay, and finally into a recording
script. This iterative process stripped the work of its generic appeal as a
melodrama and war film while intensifying its didactic propaganda,
ultimately leading to its failure as an export. Disciples of K. Marx thus
serves as a definitive case study of the inherent limitations of state-driven

cinematic projects in 1960s Korea.

Keywords: anti-communism; co-production; Disciples of K.Marx; export; Korea-

Taiwan anti-communist co-production project; Taiwan
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