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Abstract

The Formation and Transition of Chinhan Bulsaguk

Min Gyeong-taek
(Changwon National University)

This study evaluates the process through which Bulsaguk(‘/f\i[5]), a
small polity of Chinhan, evolved into Bihwa-Gaya(FE ki), a constituent
state of the Gaya confederacy. Bulsaguk corresponds to Bizi-guk(}t = [EH])
recorded in the Samguk Sagi and developed primarily in the Yeongsan and
Gyeseong-myeon areas of southern Changnyeong. The Battle of Giriyeong
in the mid-third century is closely releated with Bulsaguk’s separation from
Chinhan and corresponds to the pattern of Saro-guk’s external subjugation
campaigns described in the Samguk Sagi. Unlike the eight Chinhan polities
that were administratively transferred from Daebang-gun to Lelang-gun,
Bulsaguk was not included in this reorganization and instead pursued an
independent trajectory. The administrative separation of these eight
Chinhan polities provided the historical context for the Posangpalkuk War
G FJ\B#%5%), during which Bulsaguk supported Anya-guk and
contributed decisively to the war’s outcome. Through this involvement,
Bulsaguk secured its position as a constituent state within the Gaya
confederacy.

The case of Bulsaguk exposes the limitations of conventional schematic
interpretations that equate Chinhan with Silla and Byeonhan with Gaya. It
demonstrates that the autonomous responses of individual small polities
played a more significant role in early state formation than has previously
been acknowledged. By restoring the independent status of the
Changnyeong-region polity, this study contributes to a more precise
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understanding of the political landscape of the Samhan and its
transformation into the Three Kingdoms period.

Keywords: Chinhan, Bulsaguk, Bizi-guk, Bisabeol, BihwaGaya, Gaya, Giriyoung War,

Posangpalkuk War
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