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Abstract

A study on the aspects of Myeongjaseol(% i) by
historical period

Kim, Seonggyun
(Korea University)

The Myeongjaseol(#, 5, Explanatory essays on names) refers to a
literary genre of explanatory writing(3%t) that explicates the meaning of
characters used in an individual’s name(%) or courtesy name(5F).
Originating from the ancient Chinese tradition of valuing a person’s name,
this genre formally emerged during the Song Dynasty era. Influenced by
the Song, Myeongjaseol in Sino-Korean literature appeared in the late
Goryeo period, and was authored continuously throughout the Joseon
Dynasty.

This study aims to classify and examine major Myeongjaseol works by
historical period, thereby comparing and explaining the characteristics that
that differentiate each era’s corpus. To this end, this study synthesizes
various existing research on specific periods and incorporates biographical
findings regarding the authors to enhance the understanding of periodic
features.

Through these methods, the Myeongjaseol works in Sino-Korean
literature are categorized into three periods. The analysis reveals how a
new type of Myeongjaseol emerged in tandem with the introduction and
dissemination of Zhu Xi's Family Rituals(FF50%) within the Joseon
literati society. Furthermore, it elucidates how the unique historical
circumstances of the last decades of Joseon period led to the large-scale

production of Myeongjaseol works.



Zrpate] AZIE ool uig wE - A4 53

Keywords: myeongjaseol(&F:R), jaseol(F:R), jasa(F&%), coming-of-age

ceremony(7Zii&), Zhu Xi's Family Rituals(5kF5Ria)

o

gt

P~

ol

2 peirit

!

ZAAESH: kimsk4024@korea.ac.kr

==& 2026. 02. 01 / AMARIEY 2026. 03. 10 / ARHZAZY 2026. 03. 14



