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Abstract

A Tentative Study on the Style and Aesthetic Qualities of Kim
Yeong-rang’s Poetry

Lee, Changmin
(Korea University)

This article proposes an extrinsic approach to the study of Kim
Yeong-rang’s poetry, addressing the limitations of the predominantly
intrinsic, text-centered analyses that have characterized Yeong-rang studies
since the mid-1970s. By demonstrating the methodological validity of an
author-centered critical perspective distinct from existing scholarship, the
study seeks to broaden the interpretive framework of Yeong-rang criticism.
Essays, prose writings, poetic and topical commentaries by Kim
Yeong-rang, together with questionnaire responses, personal correspondence,
and contemporary articles referring to the poet, are treated as extrinsic
materials and employed in the interpretation of selected poems. Through
this analysis, the article clarifies the poet’s intentions and motivations at the
level of lived experience and reinterprets the purposes and internal logic of
poetic composition within the context of the life-world. In doing so, it
offers a renewed perspective on the distinctive style and aesthetic sensibility
of Kim Yeong-rang’s poetry and points toward future empirical studies of

his oeuvre in relation to historical reality.

Keywords: Kim Yeong-rang, style, aesthetic sensibility, poetic composition, prose,

research history, intrinsic criticism, extrinsic criticism
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